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2 FUNDAMENTALS OF CLASSICAL ARABIC

Lesson Four: The Present Tense Verb
[C;L:a.i.s\/ J:u/aj‘/]

Explication by Shaykh Husain: L2 Listen
Audio files may be downloaded from www.madrasaprogram.org/arabic/

The present tense verb (¢ sasd! Jadll) describes actions or events that are
0ngoing.t Present tense verbS are conjugated using prefixes and suffixes.

PRINCIPLE ONE
The pattern Ju.» (e does) is used as a model for the active voice of the
present tense verb. Depending on the particular conjugation, one of four
letters (ya’, #a’, min, Or hamzab) is always prefixed to the three base letters
(table 4.1).

PRINCIPLE TWO
The active voice of the present tense verb is conjugated by adding
designated letters to the end of the verb. Like the pas zense, these
conjugations reflect three aspects of the verb’s subject: person, gender,
and plurality. Carefully study zzb/ 4.1, noting the differences between the
various conjugations.

PRINCIPLE THREE

The present tense verb may express either the active or the passive voice.
The pattern for the passive voice of the present tense verb is formed from
the active voice by (1) changing the voweling of the first letter to a
dammah and (2) changing the voweling of the second to last letter to a
fathah.2 Thus :}5-9-1 (he does) becomes :}iﬂ-j (it is being done).

1 The present tense verb includes both the continuous present tense (e.g., he is doing) and the
habitual present tense (e.g., he does).

2 This second step is only necessary if the active voice of the present tense verb has a dammal or a
kasrah ON its second to last letter. Such patterns are covered in Lesson Sixteen.
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PRINCIPLE FOUR
The designated suffixes used for the active voice of the present tense verb
are also used for the passive voice. However, the conjugations of the
passive voice reflect the person, gender, and plurality of the objec, and
not the subject, Of the verb. Table 4.2 illustrates both active and passive
conjugations of the present tense verb.

PRINCIPLE FIVE
Placing the word * N 7 before both the active and the passive voice
conjugations negates the present tense verb (table 4.2). For example, J.w (he
does) becomes J-w N (he does not dv), and J.w (it is being done) becomes

J}:&é Y (it is not being done).

PRINCIPLE SIX
The present tense verb may also describe a future event or action.3 For
example, J.w may be translated as, “he will do.” Placing either the letter
“ 7 or the word “ &’y ” before active and passive voice conjugations
of the present tense verb explicitly indicates future meaning (bl 4.3). For
example, Jn.-» and J.w O’y are both translated as, “he will do.”

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the present tense verb must be memorized (zable 4.2)
before moving to the next lesson.

$ Throughout this book, & )Laid‘ J.'.OJ\ has been translated as “the present zense verb.” More
accurately, however, this Arabic term refers to the imperfect tense. Imperfect implies that the
actions referred to are not yet complete. Thus, it includes both the present tense, “he does,”
and the future tense, “he will do.”



TABLE 4.1

CONJUGATING THE PRESENT TENSE 1VERB

PERSON ACTIVE
GENDER & PLURALITY SUFFIX BASE PREFIX VOICE
A o
3rd Masculine | Singular J*_g < J&Ag
He/It (S/M) does
I o
3rd Masculine Dual Q\ J,_g &S UM
- They (D/M) do
4 B -]
- ) . . © s .7
3rd Masculine | Plural dj J*_g < Oj.L’uz..g
They (P/M) do
} rd ° -
3rd Feminine | Singular Jx.é (@ JMJ
She/It (S/F) does
I o
3rd Feminine Dual Q\ J_g_; ) QM
- They (D/F) do
I 4 O/ ° 4
3rd Feminine | Plural O J&g < u.l:uzi
They (P/F) do
} rd ° -
2nd Masculine | Singular Jx.é (@ JMJ
You (S/M) do
I o
2nd Masculine | Dual Q\ J_g_; ) QM
- You (D/M) do
4 B -]
“ . 07 L
2nd Masculine | Plural Jy Jg_é < Qj-l-"-‘z-’
You (P/M) do
<]
P . s 0,7 ‘:
2nd Feminine | Singular R Jg_é <o u-::l"-‘u
You (S/F) do
- o
2nd Feminine Dual Q\ J_g_; ) QM
- You (D/F) do
I 4 O/ ° 7
2nd Feminine | Plural O J&g o u.l:uu
You (P/F) do
A -4
Masculine . s - T
1st and Singular J&g | Jx.ﬁ
Feminine
I do
. 2 o0
Masculine . . 7
1st and Plural J,_g J J.t.é.l
Feminine
We do
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural




TABLE 4.2

THE PRESENT TENSE VERB
PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE
NEGATION NEGATION PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE
2 o 2 o

2
/o.} y

He/It (S/M) is not being done

b °
/./y

He/It (S/M) does not do

He/It (S/M) is being done

s .7
3

He/It (S/M) does

e o g <] e o g <]
. - - } - d . - . - . } - - . -
Oy Y Oy Y Oy Oy
e ' d '
They (D/M) are not being done They (D/M) do not do They (D/M) are being done They (D/M) do
- 2 o - B -] - 2 o0 - 2 o0
Lo s LA - Lo s A -
o ;Y ) s Y ®) j\.:ug J j.l.’uz.g
They (P/M) are not being done They (P/M) do not do They (P/M) are being done They (P/M) do
2 o 2 o

2
/o.:f y

She/1t (S/F) is not being done

£ 0
/.:y

She/1t (S/F) does not do

/.5

She/1t (S/F) is being done

- o

e o g <]
NN ww|” & NN ww|” &
O Y OMags Y OV OV
rd ' rd '
They (D/F) are not being done They (D/F) do not do They (D/F) are being done They (D/F) do
o ° o o o o o o
oo LA y N y sy LA N
They (P/F) are not being done They (P/F) do not do They (P/F) are being done They (P/F) do
2 o 2 o
2

2
/o.:f y

You (S/M) are not being done

b °
/.:y

You (S/M) do not do

You (S/M) are being done

L -0
OMas Y

You (D/M) are not being done

OMass Y

-
You (D/M) do not do

- o
.

R

d
You (D/M) are being done

e B -]
. .2
O slass Y

You (P/M) are not being done

/.O}/o'/
O olads

You (P/M) do not do

- 2 o

. ° /.3
Q}L&b

You (P/M) are being done

/0/0'.,5y

You (S/F) are not being done

]
/0/.:y
. lxg’
ol
-

You (S/F) do not do

o
s 0y A
‘e
.
-

You (S/F) are being done

e o e <] e o e <]
NN ww|” & NN ww|” &
OV Y OMass Y OV OV
e e e e
You (D/F) are not being done You (D/F) do not do You (D/F) are being done You (D/F) do
o o o o o o o ©°
AT f y N4 y RN 3 NS
You (P/F) are not being done You (P/F) do not do You (P/F) are being done You (P/F) do
}/?T}y }/?T/y }/?f }/?f
| am not being done | do not do | am being done 1 do
2 ° 2 ° 2 o 2 o
R :‘ y Y y N :‘ N
We are not being done We do not do We are being done We do
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural
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TABLE 4.3
THE FUTURE TENSE

PASSIVE VOICE
FUTURE

ACTIVE VOICE
FUTURE

PASSIVE VOICE
FUTURE

ACTIVE VOICE
FUTURE

2 o
R -
}.x.a.gdw

He/It (S/M) will be done

A o
/.//00/
P‘Q"wdﬁ""’

He/1t (S/M) will do

2
- o. s

He/1t (S/M) will be done

N
-

He/1t (S/M) will do

B - I

OM e

They (D/M) will be done

Odady 1275

They (D/M) will do

- o

- [ 0}/
OMM

-

-
They (D/M) will be done

- o

e e
OMmd s
-

e 2 o
Lo s B2 s s

They (P/M) will be done

ﬂ °

They (P/M) will do

/. ° ﬂ/a’}/
O‘MM

They (P/M) will be done

- N

2 o
P - I

I

She/It (S/F) will be done

]

;/.:/a°/
MJ}M

She/1t (/F) will do

2
- o. s

She/It (S/F) will be done

« 0 -

u')bw

They (D/F) will be done

°
-

They (D/F) will do

- o

o ©°
R - I
“ -~ $

They (P/F) will be done

- 0/0’/ s e 0~
“ 3 a

They (P/F) will do

They (P/F) will be done

[~]

;/.;‘/.0/
}.x.a.adw

You (S/M) will be done

]

;/.:/a°/
MJ}M

You (S/M) will do

2

- o. s

You (S/M) will be done

- o

-
You (D/M) will be done

NS 270

You (D/M) will do

e

-
You (D/M) will be done

- } o

do ,"/.‘o}:ﬂ

You (P/M) will be done

e 2 o0
. © /,:/.0/

You (P/M) will do

/.o}°}/
O‘W

You (P/M) will be done

- N

- }/.0/
IS

i s

You (S/F) will be done

]
202 4 7 0
. lxg" 9
- s

You (S/F) will do

o
IR
. -

-

You (S/F) will be done

s« 0 -

OM

You (D/F) will be done

°
-

You (D/F) will do

Rt

-
You (D/F) will be done

o ©°
- /.5/.0/
: ‘/‘

You P/F will be done

- 0/0’: s e 0~
u‘ j

You (P/F) will do

o

°
T
. I 5

You (P/F) will be done

You (P/F) will do

J”‘/.o/

o

A /og/
J:.é\.w

A /OE/
Jxﬁ\.w

1 will be done 1 will do 1 will be done 1 will do
2 2 ° A o A o
R :“ P - s g 2 w0~ o A N
We will be done We will do We will be done We will do
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural
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